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EXT. ROOFTOP LEDGE - DAY

The sun is about to set over the peaks of the Himalayas,
looking down upon the city of yesterday's tomorrow.

SUPER: BHAVIPANA

AYANE NIIYAMA (25) sits on the ledge of an older building in
a charcoal race suit.

She has dark curly hair with a fade, and a single jade stud
in the top of her right ear. Across the lower half of her
face, she wears an oni mask with great white teeth.

She leans back against SAKKAKU, a jet black chimera with the
combined forms of a panther, a lemur, and a Chinese guardian
lion. His mane is luminescent like a pink fire.

Ayane flips open her phone, a modular amalgamation of
exposed interchangeable parts with a bead charm hanging from
the side.

0 notifications

She pockets it and slowly rises to her feet. The day is
ending and several white collar workers cross the street
below her. The building she stands on is dwarfed by the
surrounding high rises that make up the downtown.

She whistles twice, bringing Sakkaku to attention.

He wears a large saddle with side pouches and a mechanical
device at the front. Ayane fishes out a helmet from a pouch
and puts it on.

She mounts Sakkaku and whistles once, propelling him
forward; straight off the building.

EXT. SIDEWALK - DUSK

The sidewalks of Bhavipana are crowded. Several cars from
the 1970s and chimera drawn rickshaws pass by on the street.
Music blasting from store fronts mix with shouting.

In the distance, a web of industrial cables stretches across
buildings. Several small, monkey-like chimeras swing by,
carrying packages. Ayane and Sakkaku sprint across the top
along side them, staying away from the crowds.



The sun finally sets, casting a shadow across the entire
city. Lights switch on and night life begins.

EXT. SAPKOTA PARK - NIGHT

Red lanterns hang from strings between the trees. Paths lead
all over the park, going from the sculpture gardens and open
fields to wooden gazebos and a skate park. Citizens young
and old hang out and enjoy the fresh air.

Some of the park goers walk traditional pets like dogs,
while others stroll beside exotic beasts like domesticated
tigers and assorted chimeras.

Isolated, Ayane sits on a bench and watches as Sakkaku rolls
around in the grass with his saddle off.

After scanning her surroundings, Ayane checks her phone
again.

0 notifications

Ayane sucks her teeth and pockets her phone again. Sakkaku
spots movement and chases a squirrel up a tree.

EXT. BHAVIPANA STREETS - NIGHT

Sakkaku sprints along a specialized road made for chimera
travel. He carries Ayane up a ramp and across buildings,
passing other chimeras and their riders.

Ayane and Sakkaku don't go in any particular direction, even
retracing their steps. Eventually, Ayane spots a group of
people entering a wide tunnel below them.

The two go from open air and busy streets to narrow concrete
alleyways. Sakkaku slows down as they arrive at an
underground street vendor market.

INT. STREET VENDOR MARKET - CONTINUOUS

Ayane dismounts. She and Sakkaku wander around, checking out
stalls of food from Indian cuisine to sushi bars. Sakkaku
does his best to contain himself, but a particular scent
drags him away.
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Sakkaku leads Ayane to a stall selling nontraditional meats
with a sign guaranteeing its authentic and not lab grown.
There is only one other person in line.

At the front, a short woman with blue skin and a third eye
in her forehead tends the stall. Ayane points out a few of
the menu items and pays with RuPs; physical money.

Ayane is handed three packages of food wrapped in paper. She
packs everything away into an insulated pouch and steps to
the side. She checks her phone for a third time.

0 notifications

Ayane mounts Sakkaku and the two leave the market.

EXT. MOUNTAIN SHRINE - NIGHT

The base of the Himalayas are covered in a light layer of
snow. Ayane and Sakkaku quietly traverse through the rocks
behind several buildings.

They eventually come across a small purist shrine. A stone
statue depicts an androgynous naked figure with smaller
naked bodies emerging from its skin. Several candles and
incense burn inside.

Ayane whistles a high note, then a low note. Sakkaku halts
at the shrine. She dismounts and removes her helmet and oni
mask. She reaches into a pouch and pulls out their dinners.

She unwraps a large slab of meat and places it on the
ground. Sakkaku waits patiently. Ayane clicks her tongue
twice, giving him the okay. He tears into the meat,
revealing razor sharp pink teeth.

Ayane goes to the steps of the shrine and sits down on the
well-maintained stones. She takes a sip from a titanium
bottle and starts eating her bizarre satay.

The city of Bhavipana appears endless ahead. It spans across
the terrain like ocean waves, with crests and valleys
covered in varied architecture.

Ayane looks at the view with indifference. Her mind lost in
thought as she eats, worried about something else, somewhere
else.

Her phone vibrates.
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Ayane sets her food down and pulls it out.

1 new notification

She unlocks her phone and reads it.

Delivery requested.

Ayane clicks on it, bringing her into a courier service app.
It requires a password, which she swiftly types in.

Deliver (1) canary package from Caved-In, Snowlight District
to The Mermaid, Riverfront District.

Below are Accept and Decline buttons. Ayane presses Accept
and the route for her delivery pops up. She takes a quick
swig of her drink and wraps up her satay to finish later.

She whistles twice, bringing Sakkaku over to her. Ayane
places the remaining food back into a pouch. She puts her
helmet and mask on and mounts Sakkaku in one fluid motion.

She clicks her phone into the device on his saddle, plugging
it in. The device beeps several times in a low tone,
catching Sakkaku's ear.

Ayane presses Start Navigation on the screen. the device
beeps in a higher tone, guiding Sakkaku forward. He descends
down the mountain, kicking up snow in his wake.

MONTAGE: The occasional beep from Sakkaku's device connects
the scenes.

- Ayane and Sakkaku traverse the stone stairs and the snow
covered back woods of the Snowlight District.

- They arrive at the pick up location, a small specialty
convenience store at the edge of the city. A handsome
Chinese man in ragged clothes hands over a small package.

- Ayane and Sakkaku head back down the mountain.
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- They reenter the main city, and sprint along a chimera
side path.

- Ayane and Sakkaku enter the Riverfront District, running
alongside the river itself before arriving at a gondola. She
hands the gondolier a special travel card to pay.

- They are transported across the river by lantern light.

- Ayane and Sakkaku get off and enter traffic.

EXT. THE MERMAID - NIGHT

The Mermaid is a bustling night club in the heart of the
district. A line of party goers extend from the frosted-
glass front doors. The bouncers are large Korean men with
armored scaly skin beneath their uniforms.

Ayane dismounts and retrieves the package. She puts her
helmet away, keeping on her oni mask. She gives Sakkaku
three long whistles, quiet enough so only he could hear.

Sakkaku receives the instructions and leaves, dashing behind
a corner and vanishing. Ayane cuts through the line and goes
right for the front doors.

A large BOUNCER (30s) steps in front of her, his shirt a
size too small on purpose beneath his jacket.

BOUNCER
You have to wait in the line like
everyone el-

Ayane shows the delivery information on her phone.

BOUNCER (cont'd)
My apologies. Take the stairs in the
back left up to Pyeon-hyung's office.

The bouncer opens a side door, letting her inside.

INT. THE MERMAID - CONTINUOUS

The nightclub is raving with Korean rap music. The entrance
is a wide hallway with clubbers leaning against the walls
vaping or drinking alone.

At the end, the hallway opens up to the main seating area.
Several packed tables and lounge couches cover the space. A
wide bar stretches across the right wall.
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Tall tubes of water spread throughout the venue have
mermaids inside with barely any clothing, covered in
luminescent body paint. They dance with the music, drawing
the attention of several patrons.

Ayane cuts across this section and down to the dance floor.

Flashing colored tiles are stomped over as the DJ shouts,
headbanging to the music. A massive fish tank behind him
lights up with the bass.

Ayane squeezes through the crowd to make it to a set of
stairs in the back corner. A single piece of velvet rope is
slung from the hand rail. She ducks under to bypass it.

The stairs are hardwood and the wall is covered in a series
of abstract paintings. The door is unlocked at the top of
the stairs and opens into a quiet hallway.

INT. THE MERMAID: BACK HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Despite how loud the music is, only the faintest hint of it
can be heard. The hallway's quiet is accented by standing
red lamps and portraits of previous owners.

The manager's office sits to the right with a golden plaque
and a small intercom. Ayane presses a small button, buzzing
the inside. After a moment, the speaker crackles on.

JEONG (O.S.)
Who is it?

Ayane rolls her eyes, glancing at the camera in the upper
right corner.

INT. SECURITY FOOTAGE: MANAGER'S OFFICE DOOR - CONTINUOUS

In low quality, difficult to see footage, Ayane lifts the
package for the camera to see.

INT. THE MERMAID: BACK HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

JEONG (O.S.)
Oh good, you were faster than I
expected. Come in.

Before the speaker cuts off, distorted sounds of splashing
and laughter can be heard. The intercom buzzes again, the
door audibly unlocking.

Ayane enters.
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INT. THE MERMAID: MANAGER'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

The office is wide with a low ceiling. To the right is the
same fish tank from behind the DJ. It looks out onto the
club as lights flash against the glass.

Beside it is an unoccupied desk covered in various trinkets,
paperwork in open binders, and a laptop.

On the other side, a hot tub embedded into the floor sits
before a darkened window stretching from wall to wall,
overlooking the river.

JEONG PYEON (27) sits shirtless inside with a MERMAID (20s)
wrapped around his arm. He takes a sip of his drink as she
snorts red powder.

JEONG
Just put it on the desk!

to the mermaid( )
Hey, slow down. Daddy wants some.

Ayane places the package on the desk, ignoring the two in
the water. She pulls out her phone and opens it to the
button Delivery Completed.

She presses it and waits on a spinning circle. Jeong takes
out his phone after it dings and opens the delivery app.

JEONG (cont'd)
I hope this wasn't too late for you.
I always appreciate The Guild's 24/7
service. Your money is by the door.

Ayane goes over to an antique table with a small envelope.
She opens it, revealing an array of bills, and does a quick
count. Jeong returns to flirting with the mermaid.

Ayane slows after flicking through the last bill.

She turns back to Jeong in his hot tub.

AYANE
Where the fucks the rest?

JEONG
I'm sorry?

AYANE
The rest of my fee.

Ayane rifles through the envelope to show him.
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JEONG
My bad, you can take a bottle from
the bar on the way out.

AYANE
I want the rest of my fee.

JEONG
A bottle here is worth more than
twice your fee.

AYANE
That doesn't change that you're
short.

Jeong's face twitches.

JEONG
to the mermaid( )

Tail fin, go back downstairs and
entertain our guests. I'll let you
know when you can come back up.

The mermaid nods and dives into the water. She goes through
a tube connected to the far wall and leaves. Jeong exits the
hot tub and dries himself off.

JEONG (cont'd)
I've never had a problem with the
other couriers. Maybe there's
something else I can get for you?

Jeong slips on a robe. He crosses the room to his desk and
smiles. Ayane's eyes narrow, not playing along. Jeong's face
grows sour. His tone changes.

JEONG (cont'd)
Fine.

Jeong uses his phone and calls someone.

JEONG (cont'd)
Mubon-nim, can you bring whatever
cash we've collected from tonight up
to my office? --- Yes, right now.

The call ends. Jeong opens the package on his desk. Inside
is a pack of large cigars. He digs into a drawer and removes
a blowtorch. He lights a cigar and takes a large puff.

He peers into the fish tank, watching the club through the
glass. He watches one of his men frantically run from the
bar across the dance floor.
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JEONG (cont'd)
Who's your handler at The Guild?
Basnet? Garvesh? Or is Zhang fucking
with me?

Ayane keeps her eyes on Jeong's back as he takes a larger
puff. The smoke dances in front of him, splashing against
the glass. Several fish inside the tank scatter.

JEONG (cont'd)
Very well, I'll find out soon enough.
After I submit a formal complaint.

A light buzz notifies Jeong of an arrival. He checks his
phone and sees MUBON (40s) on the feed. He presses a button
and unlocks the door.

Mubon enters. He has a long scar across the top of his bald
head. He sports a trimmed goatee and wears a dark blue suit,
matching the color scheme of the club. He towers over Ayane,
but carries himself softly.

He brings a small metal box over to Jeong and sets it down
with a key. Jeong places his cigar in an ash tray for a
moment to open the box.

JEONG (cont'd)
How short are you claiming to be?

AYANE
2,000 RuPs.

JEONG
Here, tip included.

Jeong tosses 4,000 RuPs in front of Ayane. The four paper
bills scatter in the air before floating to the ground.
Everyone in the room is still as the money settles. Jeong
retrieves his cigar.

JEONG (cont'd)
Thank you, Mubon-nim. You're excused.

Mubon leaves the room in a hurry. Ayane looks down at the
money.

AYANE
Is this the only way you can get a
woman to notice you?

JEONG
Ow. Those fangs aren't just for show.
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Jeong smiles, pleased with himself. He walks over to Ayane's
side, looking down at the money with her.

JEONG (cont'd)
It certainly got you taking an
interest.

Jeong takes another puff from his cigar, exhaling the smoke
in front of Ayane's face. She remains still and
contemplative, her grip tightening on the envelop.

JEONG (cont'd)
Come on, all you have to do is bend
over, and pick it up.

Jeong places his hand on Ayane's lower back, already
starting to move it down.

Ayane retaliates, knocking Jeong's hand away. She kicks him
in the leg, bringing him to the ground with an audible snap.
Jeong screams, his leg bent the wrong way.

JEONG (cont'd)
Fuck!

In a moment of clarity, Jeong takes out his phone from his
pocket. Ayane is quick, taking the phone and kicking him in
the face. She tosses the phone into the hot tube.

Jeong holds his face, blood trickling from his nose.

JEONG (cont'd)
You bitch.

AYANE
My money. Pick it up.

Jeong meets Ayane's eyes with anger.

JEONG
Fuck you.

She goes over to his leg and presses down. He cries out.

JEONG (cont'd)
I'll pick it up, I'll pick it up!

Jeong gathers money and hands it to Ayane. She stashes it
into the envelope then turns for the door.

JEONG (cont'd)
Whatever you think will happen after
this, it's going to be worse. It's
going to be so much wor-!
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Ayane leaves the office.

INT. THE MERMAID: BACK HALLWAY - NIGHT

As the door shuts behind Ayane, the final part of Jeong's
threat cuts off. The title of the show appears as the music
from the club starts to play the show's theme song.

MOVE

INT. SECURITY FOOTAGE: MANAGER'S OFFICE DOOR - CONTINUOUS

Ayane looks into the camera. The beat drop from the theme
song appears to kick her into action as she peels away from
the door and leaves.

INT. THE MERMAID - CONTINUOUS

Ayane jogs down the stairs. At the bottom, she sees two of
the bulky bouncers stop to listen to their radios. Then they
scan the club until they spot her.

Ayane abruptly turns towards the dance floor, trying to
avoid drawing any attention. The two bouncers push by
clubbers on their way over to her.

She tucks the envelop into her jacket and steps out onto the
flashing colored tiles. Ayane picks up a pair of glow sticks
from the ground in an attempt to blend in.

The bouncers make their way to the dance floor, standing
nearly a foot over the crowd. As they search for Ayane, she
tries to sneak behind them.

A CLUBBER (20s) goes up to dance with her, but she shoves
him aside.

CLUBBER
I'm only trying to party, baby.

In that moment, the bouncers catch Ayane. One grabs her
shoulder.

BOUNCER
You have to come-
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Ayane swings one of the glow sticks back and jabs the
bouncer in the eye.

BOUNCER (cont'd)
Shit! My eye!

He stumbles back as the other tries to restrain her. She
uses the glow sticks as weapons and smacks the second
bouncer across the face before kicking him away.

His large frame collapses to the dance floor. The first
bouncer is back, thrashing at her. The clubbers are watching
as Ayane bobs and weaves, avoiding his fists.

BOUNCER (cont'd)
Come here!

She finally flings the glow sticks at his face and
unsheathes her collapsible bo staff. She expands it then
sweeps the bouncer's legs out from under him.

The crowd of clubbers, intoxicated and high, cheer.

Ayane straightens out, feeling good. She runs through the
crowd to leave the dance floor escape the club. She glances
back and sees the two bouncers struggling to stand up.

MUBON
Ahhhh!

A large figure crashes into Ayane, throwing her into the
bar. Mubon towers over her and throws a few punches, but
Ayane is quick despite the surprise, dodging the blows.

MUBON (cont'd)
This is for the Boss!

During this, she reaches behind the counter and smashes one,
two, three bottles over Mubon's head. As she reaches for a
fourth bottle, she examines the label.

Megami no Ase Sake

Ayane takes a quick swig before bashing the final bottle
over Mubon's head. He stumbles back, giving her space to
move from the bar. She bends forward in pain.

After Mubon recovers from the bottles, he charges Ayane. As
she tries to use her bo staff to deflect the attack, he
drives his shoulder into her and launches her backwards.
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She hits one of the glass tubes, the impact knocking her
envelop of money free. The mermaid inside is startled as the
glass cracks. Ayane gets back to her feet and notices the
water leaking from the tube.

Mubon charges again.

MUBON (cont'd)
Aghhh!

With quick thinking, Ayane uses her bo staff to hit the tank
of water behind her, digging into the crack. The glass
shatters, spilling water everywhere.

Mubon is caught in the current and slips, hitting the
ground. The envelop goes with the water as well, flowing
right into Mubon's hands.

Ayane steps forward to get envelop, but the other two
bouncers from the dancer floor return with back up.

MUBON (cont'd)
Come on, little girl.

As much as she wanted to fight, there was only one option
left. Ayane disengages from the fight and sprints for the
front doors. She crashes into them, exiting the club.

EXT. THE MERMAID - NIGHT

Ayane barrels by the door bouncers. She whistles two quick
notes, pushing through the line of people waiting to get in.

A large shadow arrives. It's Sakkaku!

He bears his teeth and lets out a lion's roar, forcing
everyone back. Before the door bouncers could react, Ayane
mounts Sakkaku and whistles a low note into a high note.

MUBON
Stop her!

Sakkaku growls before leaping away, carrying Ayane to
safety. Mubon and the guards are left in shock, watching the
large chimera vanish into the night.

INT. AYANE'S APARTMENT: BEDROOM - DAY

The interior is bland. There is clothing and miscellaneous
equipment on the floor, nothing on the walls, and behind a
twin bed is a wide circular window.
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Ayane's phone buzzes on the nightstand. She reaches out from
under her covers and shuts the alarm off. She checks her
phone with heavy eyelids.

7 Missed Calls

4 Unread Messages

Ayane sighs before sitting up. Bruises cover her shoulders
and back. She stretches, wincing from the pain, before
leaving her bed.

She opens her phone and scrolls through messages. She
selects a contact and switches to speaker. As the phone
rings, Ayane goes through a circular doorway, pushing aside
a bead curtain to enter her living space.

She claps her hands and several lights switch on.

The living room has a thick plasma screen TV from decades
past, the coffee maker that Ayane switches on is a hand-me-
down, and the refrigerator is a retro mint-green.

JOELLE (40s) answers the phone.

JOELLE (O.S.)
Motherfucker, where have you been?
I've been calling you all morning.

AYANE
I was sleeping. What is it?

Sakkaku wakes up from a large dog bed in the corner. He
pokes his head up and sneaks behind Ayane as she enters the
kitchen. He nuzzles his head into her side.

JOELLE (O.S.)
Please tell me someone is lying about
what happened at The Mermaid last
night.

AYANE
That prick actually filed a report?

Ayane opens her fridge where several wrapped pieces of meat
sit on a shelf. She unwraps one of them and sets it into
Sakkaku's giant bowl.
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JOELLE (O.S.)
If you even did half of the shit I
heard about, I would have been
surprised if he didn't reported you.

AYANE
Before you go off, he was short. Then
he touched me, so I put him in his
place.

Ayane returns to the fridge to take out a frozen package of
gwaramari. She heats it up in a microwave while setting up
her coffee maker.

JOELLE (O.S.)
And what happened after?

AYANE
I left.

Ayane takes her breakfast out the microwave and starts
eating on the counter. She grabs her coffee and takes a sip
as Joelle stutters.

JOELLE (O.S.)
Five million RuVs of damages doesn't
sound like leaving.

AYANE
There's no way it cost that much.

JOELLE (O.S.)
That's not the-

sighs( )
You're being suspended for a month.

Ayane sets her fork down.

AYANE
Joelle, you can't do that. I didn't
even collect for last night.

JOELLE (O.S.)
This isn't my call. If we're being
honest, you're lucky it's only a
suspension.

A beat.

JOELLE (O.S.) (cont'd)
Look, I gotta go, we'll talk later.
I'll see if there's anything else I
can do.
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The phone hangs up.

Ayane finishes her breakfast and tosses the plastic
container away. She shakes her head in disbelief. Sakkaku
tries to comfort her.

AYANE
Fuck.

Ayane takes another sip of her coffee and switches on the
TV. The news plays. The broadcaster's voice is low as Ayane
steps into her bedroom.

NEWS REPORTER
This is only the latest scandal
involving Chairman Dorji, surfacing
just after his announcement as a
mayoral candidate.

We're given a moment to see the rest of Ayane's apartment,
from the clumps of Sakkaku's black and neon fur on the
ground to the barren corners. Two suitcases stand beside the
bathroom door, and several empty duffel bags lie about.

It appears closer to a mistreated hotel room than someone's
apartment.

The newscast changes to the weather forecast for the
upcoming week.

WEATHERMAN
It's going to be a cold one today.
Looking at a low of -8°C to a high of
-2°C. Later into the evening, expect
some snowfall cascading across the
entire city as temperatures could
drop to as low as -14°C.

The weatherman smiles with perfect teeth and a plastic face,
overshadowed only by his four arms in a suit jacket. A map
of Bhavipana appears with purple blobs moving across it.

Ayane reemerges dressed in her Ivey uniform, a light gray
and lime green pinstripe collared shirt with black pants. In
her hand is Sakkaku's Ivey work vest.

She whistles twice, calling him over and slips the vest on.
He wears it without complaint. Ayane pets his head before
taking a final sip of her coffee. She glances at the
headline on her TV.

Man regrets turning himself into a bear.
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Ayane sets her mug into the sink and turns off the TV. She
whistles twice again while walking over to the front door.
She pats herself down, feeling for her wallet and phone.

Sakkaku arrives at her side, tail wagging and at the ready.

Ayane goes to a small shelf beside the front door. She grabs
her apartment keys and her work issued green helmet before
exiting the apartment with Sakkaku.

INT. MOONRISE POINTE APARTMENTS: 3RD FLOOR - CONTINUOUS

Ayane's apartment is positioned at the end of the hall. She
locks her door and walks with Sakkaku.

The two reach the elevator. The metal doors have chipped
paint and unknown streaks and stains. Ayane presses the down
button, bringing the elevator up.

It arrives with a soft thud. The two go inside. Ayane leans
against the side wall while Sakkaku takes up the rest of the
space, sitting on his hind legs at attention.

The doors close.
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